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BSC, From Cl 

whether to approve publication of the study 
in England. (A spokesman for the Cabinet 
Office had no comment on the matter.) 

The chief of the British covert campaign 
was the late Sir William Stephenson, who 
was celebrated in a 1976 book, “A Man 
-L..£alled Intrepid.” The author of “Intrepid,” 
^William Stevenson (no relation) said in an 
interview that he consulted the official BSC 
history in preparing his book but deliber- 
ately omitted details that were “disagree- 
able” and might hamper future Anglo-Amer- 
ican cooperation. (He says that Sir William 
used to warn him about possible American 
reaction to some parts of the history by re- 
peating the phrase: “The Redcoats are com- 
ing!”) 

It's easy to see why Sir William was anx- 
ious about American reaction to certain 
portions of the BSC history. The study is a 
virtual textbook in the art of manipulation. 
And it portrays the America of 1940 and 
1941 as a society almost laughably easy to 
manipulate. 

Boasting at one point of BSC’s success in 
peddling to U.S. newspapers the anti-Hitler 
predictions of a bogus Hungarian astrologer 
named Louis de Wohl, the study observed: 
“It is unlikely that any propagandist would 
seriously attempt to influence politically the 
people of England, say, or France through 
the medium of astrological predictions. Yet 
in the United States this was done with ef- 
fective if limited results.” 

Or consider this succinct characterization 
of J. Edgar Hoover, who as head of the FBI 
was something of a nuisance to the British 
agents: “J. Edgar Hoover is a man of great 
singleness of purpose, and his purpose is 
,the welfare of the Federal Bureau of Inves- 
tigation.” 

T o understand the ferocity of the Brit- 
ish campaign, you have to go back 
nearly 50 years to the desperate 
months of mid-1940, when the Nazis were 
sweeping Europe and Britain itself seemed 
oh the verge of defeat. American help was 
Britain's only chance of survival, and the 
British were determined to get it — by 
whatever means necessary. 

Stephenson, a Canadian businessman, 


was sent to tne unucu oidtcd m me spring 
of 1940 to coordinate the activities of Brit- 
. . isli intelligence in America. He created BSC 
as an umbrella organization for regular Brit- 
ish intelligence collection through MI6 and 
special wartime operations. Stephenson’s 
•assignment, says the BSC history, was “to 
do all that was not being done, and could not 
'be done by overt means, to assure sufficient 
aid for Britain and eventually to bring 
~ 'America into the war.” 

BSC set up shop in Rockefeller Center, 
with the cable address “Intrepid.” Stephen- 
son maintained official liaison with Hoover 
at the FBI. But he also worked behind Hoo- 
ver’s back, recruiting agents and develop- 
ing his strategy for political warfare. 

, In his covert campaign to push American 
into the war, Stephenson had two crucial al- 
lies. The first was Franklin Delano Roo- 
sevelt himself, who profoundly supported 
The anti-Nazi cause and was prepared to 
„risk impeachment to help Britain survive. 
FDR’s speechwriter, Robert Sherwood, 
even made a practice of showing important 
foreign-policy speeches to Stephenson be- 
fore they were delivered, according to the 
BSC history. 

The second key ally was “Wild Bill” Don- 
ovan, named by Roosevelt in June 1941 as 
coordinator of information and a year later 
as head of the Office of Strategic Services. 
By helping engineer Donovan’s appoint- 
ment to head the new American intelligence 
agency, Stephenson accomplished his most 
delicate task, described in the BSC history 
as “the assurance of American participation 
in secret activities throughout the world in 
the closest possible collaboration with the 
British.” 

Britain’s problem was that in mid-1940, 
few Americans shared President Roo- 
sevelt’s enthusiasm for intervention in the 
European war. The country was officially 
-*!ifcutral, and isolationist politicians wanted 
to keep it that way. After the Nazis con- 
quered France in May 1940, it was widely 
assumed that a British defeat was inevita- 
ble, and few people wanted to intervene on 
the side of a loser. The America First so- 
ciety, founded in October 1940, added to 
the anti-British fervor. BSC’s challenge was 


to reverse that mood of American isolation 
and defeatism. 

'Political Warfare’ 


S tephenson's answer was to declare 
“political warfare” on Britain's ene- 
mies in America. His most important 
allies were sympathetic journalists. “The con- 
duct of TC's] political warfare was entirely 
depended on ‘ ~recy,” notes the BSC his- 
tory. “For that eason the press and radio 
men with whom BSC maintained contact 
were comparable with subagents and the in- 
termediaries with agents. They were thus re- 
garded.” 

The roster of BSC's friends included some 
of the most prominent names in journalism. 
“There is no need to list them all,” says the 
BSC history, “but among those who rendered 
service of particular value were George 
Backer, publisher of the New York Post, 
Ralph Ingersoll, editor of PM, Helen Ogden 
Reid, who controls the New York Herald 
Tribune, Paul Patterson, publisher of the Bal- 
timore Sun, A.H. Sulzberger, president of the 
New York Times, Walter Lippmann and sev- 
eral other columnists ...” 

This list of friends in the press, like other 
passages in the history, may represent some 
boasting on BSC's part about its wide con- 
tacts and great successes. But the BSC his- 
torians reiterate the point in another section: 
“BSC was able to initiate internal propaganda 
through its under cover contacts with select- 
ed newspapers, such as the New York Times, 
the New York Herald Tribune, the New York 
Post and the Baltimore Sun; with newspaper 
columnists and radio commentators; and with 
various political pressure organizations.” 

Other helpful media contacts cited in the 
BSC history were the columnists Walter Win- 
ched and Drew Pearson. And in April 1941, 
BSC says, it began subsidizing Overseas - 
News Agency, a branch of the Jewish Tele- 
graph Agency, “in return for promise of co- 
operation in certain specific ways.” 

The British spymasters played this media 
network like a “mighty Wurlitzer,” to borrow 
a phrase used by CIA Deputy Director Frank 
Wisner in the 1950s to describe American 
cold war propaganda. Like so many other 


things, the Americans learned to manipulate 
the media from their British cousins. Indeed, 
the BSC history is almost a menu for the co- 
vert-action techniques that have been used 
ever since by the CIA. 

A Media Campaign 


A n example of how the BSC media cam- 
paigns worked is the case of a German 
agent named Gerhard Alois Westrick. 
BSC agents first gathered intelligence about 
Westrick's activities in the United States— 
and in particular his close contact with Tor- 
kild Rieber, a Norwegian-American who was 
president of Texaco, which the British sus- 
pected of supplying oil to the Axis. 

“These facts provided sufficient basis for a 
first-class news story,” explains the BSC his- 
tory. “The story was written by BSC and 
placed, through an intermediary, in the New 
York Herald Tribune, where it was published 
as a series of articles.” The stories began ap- 
pearing in mid-1940, with headlines like “Hit- 
ler's Agent Ensconced in Westchester.” 

The press campaign was a huge success. 
After publication, notes the BSC history, 
“Westrick was deluged with threatening let- 
ters and abusive telephone calls. A hostile 

crowd gathered outside his house 

Eventually his landlord asked him to leave 
the house .... His American contacts, un- 
willing to be labeled Fifth Columnists, all 
deserted him.” To achieve these results, 
notes the study, “All that was necessary was 
contact through a reliable intermediary with 
one influential newspaper.” 

“There was even a proposal,” remarks the 
BSC study, “that the paper should receive the 
Pulitzer Prize for its good work.” 

In dealing with hostile newspapers, Ste- 
phenson sometimes tried sweet talk. For ex- 
ample, notes the BSC history, “he undertook 
a prolonged wooing of Roy Howard, presi- 
dent ofe^e large chain of Scripps-Howard 
newspapers.” But the BSC study notes: “Dur- 
ing the critical period before Pearl Harbour 
[hostile newspapers] represented such a 
grave menace to the British cause that se- 
rious consideration was given to the possi- 
bility of putting them out of business ...” 
This strategy was considered in the case 
of the Hearst newspaper chain. Stephenson 
learned in June 1-941 that the Hearst syndi- 




